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REMARKS 

The following remarks are submitted to address the above amendments and issues raised 
in the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment mailed September 25, 2006. 

Claims 1-40 are now pending in this appUcation. 

No new matter has been added. Support for requested amendments can be found in the 
original claims and throughout the original specification and drawings. Applicant respectfully 
requests consideration of the application in light of the above amendments and the following 
remarks. 

Specification 

The Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment states that the Amendment submitted on 
September 25, 2006, is non-compliant because the Abstract is substantially rewritten and that a 
new Abstract should be submitted in clean text (with no markings) with instructions to cancel the 
previous Abstract. (Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment, Continuation of 2(b).) 

In the Official Action mailed on June 19, 2006, the examiner states that the Abstract of 
the Disclosure is objected to because it exceeds 150 words, and that correction is required. 
(Official Action, p. 2.) In response to that Official Action, an Amendment was submitted on 
September 25, 2006, in which Applicant amended the Abstract of the Disclosure to have a length 
of less than 150 words. In that Amendment, Applicant amended the Abstract in accordance with 
37 CFR § 1.121 (b)(ii), by submitting the full text of the replacement Abstract with markings to 
show all changes relative to the previous version of the Abstract. The text of any added subject 
matter was shown by underlining the added text. The text of any deleted subject matter was 
shown by strike-through. 

Applicant respectfully submits herein, as directed by the examiner in the Notice of Non- 
Compliant Amendment, a new Abstract in clean text (with no markings) with instructions to 
cancel the previous Abstract. Applicant respectfully submits that the new Abstract submitted 
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herein in clean text is equivalent to the rewritten Abstract submitted in the September 25, 2006 
Amendment, with the addition of the text shown as added by underline and with the deletion of 
the text shown as deleted by strike-though. Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests that the 
new Abstract submitted herein be entered, and that the Amendment submitted on September 25, 
2006, be considered as compliant with applicable rules, including 37 CFR §§ 1.121 and 1.4. 



Applicant submits that a full and complete response has been made herein to the Official 
Action and to the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment, and as such, all pending claims in this 
application are now in condition for allowance. Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests early 
consideration of the present application, entry of all amendments herein requested, withdrawal of 
all rejections and objections, and allowance of all pending claims. 

The Office is respectfully invited to contact J. Michael Boggs at (336) 747-7536, to 
discuss any matter relating to this application. 



Kilpatrick Stockton LLP 
1001 West Fourth Street 
Winston-Salem, NC 27101 
(336) 747-7536 
(336) 734-2632 (facsimile) 



CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted. 
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